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politics? Are they going to be perpetually
poor, even if they have a fairly decent edu-
cation? Are we going to see that whole region
being integrated into a global system and
these children having a whole different fu-
ture, in which they’re reconciled with their
neighbors in Israel and deeply involved in
the world in a positive way? Are they going
to be using the Internet to talk to terrorist
cells about chemical and biological weapons,
or are they going to be using the Internet
to figure out how to grow new businesses
and have new opportunities and build new
futures for their families and their children?
So if it doesn’t happen I’ll be profoundly dis-
appointed, but I’ll never regret a minute I
spent on it because I think it’s very important
for the future.

I have never bought the thesis—on an
inevitable collision course with the Islamic
societies, or that the 21st century had to be
dominated by terrorists with highly sophisti-
cated weapons, fueled by broad popular re-
sentment from people who are both
disenfranchised and poor. I don’t think it has
to be that way, and I think if we could really
make a big dent in this problem, it would
give confidence to the forces of reason and
progress throughout the region.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 12:40 a.m.
aboard Air Force One en route from Kona, HI,
to Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei, and the tran-
script was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on November 16. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to Chairman Yasser Arafat of the
Palestinian Authority; Prime Minister Ehud Barak
of Israel; President Kim Dae-jung of South Korea;
and Chairman Kim Chong-il of North Korea. A
reporter referred to Secretary of State Katherine
Harris of Florida. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this interview.

Proclamation 7377—America
Recycles Day, 2000
November 15, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As we look forward to Thanksgiving, our

annual celebration of America’s great bounty,
it is appropriate to observe America Recycles

Day and focus on how to preserve that boun-
ty for the benefit of future generations.

Recycling waste and purchasing products
made from recycled materials are among the
easiest and most effective measures every
American can take to conserve our resources
and create a cleaner environment. Currently,
our country recovers more than 28 percent
of the billions of pounds of waste generated
by Americans annually—an effort that trans-
lates into enough savings to supply the en-
ergy needs of 9 million U.S. households. But
the recycling process succeeds only when re-
covered materials are returned to retailers as
new products that are purchased by con-
sumers; otherwise, the recycled products
themselves must be disposed of as waste.

Buying recycled products conserves re-
sources, reduces water and air pollution and
greenhouse gas emissions, and saves energy.
While beneficial for the environment, the re-
cycling process is good for our economy as
well. By promoting the development of mar-
kets for recycled products, we are also cre-
ating new jobs, many of which are in Amer-
ica’s inner cities, where job creation is par-
ticularly critical. It is estimated that while in-
cinerating 10,000 tons of waste creates 1 job,
and landfilling the same amount creates 6
jobs, recycling the same 10,000 tons creates
36 jobs. Nationwide, recycling and remanu-
facturing provide 1 million jobs and $100 bil-
lion in revenue.

To ensure the Federal Government’s lead-
ership in the recycling effort, I signed an Ex-
ecutive Order in 1998 directing all Federal
agencies to expand and strengthen their com-
mitment to recycling and buying recycled-
content and environmentally preferable
products. The Federal Government now pur-
chases more than $350 million in recycled-
content products annually—an increase of
$112 million a year, or 30 percent, from just
a decade ago.

America Recycles Day helps us to build
on this progress by uniting environmental
and community organizations, business and
industry, and agencies at all levels of govern-
ment as partners in the vital effort to keep
recycling working. By encouraging every
business and consumer in America to start
or enhance recycling efforts and to buy recy-
cled-content products, we can sustain our
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economy, improve our environment, and
preserve our precious natural resources for
the sake of generations to come.

Now, Therefore, I, Wiliiam J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 15,
2000, as America Recycles Day. I urge all
Americans to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities and to take
personal responsibility for the environment
not only by recycling, but also by choosing
to purchase and use products made from re-
cycled materials.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of November, in
the year of our Lord two thousand, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:02 a.m., November 16, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 16, and
it was published in the Federal Register on No-
vember 17.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Prime Minister
Yoshiro Mori of Japan in
Bandar Seri Begawan
November 16, 2000

APEC Summit
Q. Mr. President, are you disappointed at

the lack of consensus on free trade at APEC?
The President. I might have more to say

about that before we go. Don’t be too dis-
couraged.

2000 Presidential Election
Q. How about the Florida court ruling, sir?
The President. I’m over here, so I’m not

sure what it means. It’s obviously going to
have to be interpreted now, since the two
sides have a different reading on it.

Q. How about the secretary of state deny-
ing the hand recount?

The President. I’m over here doing this
work; I don’t think I should get involved in

that. The American people deserve a full and
fair count, and I hope the process will
produce it. And they’re over there debating
it in the appropriate way. I shouldn’t be in-
volved in that.

Q. Should Gore and Bush meet?
The President. What?
Q. Should Gore and Bush meet?
The President. I don’t think I should be

involved in that.

NOTE: The exchange began at 2:20 p.m. at the
Royal Brunei Golf Club. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to Republican Presidential can-
didate Gov. George W. Bush. A reporter referred
to Florida Secretary of State Katherine Harris. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this exchange.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Jiang
Zemin of China in Bandar Seri
Begawan
November 16, 2000

2000 Presidential Election
Q. President Clinton, do you feel the chaos

in Florida makes it difficult for the U.S. to
criticize other countries’ elections?

The President. Well, first of all, they’re
having their—let’s wait and see how it’s re-
solved here. I think that there will be a lot
of pressure to improve the form and ballots
and the methods in voting and have more
clear standards around the country. But I
think as long as this thing is resolved in a
way that people perceive as fair and having
counted everybody’s vote who lawfully went
to the polls to vote—I think that it shouldn’t
be surprising if over 100 million people vote
and the result is close—it takes a while to
resolve. It depends on whether the people
perceive it’s fair when it’s over.

China-U.S. Relations
Q. Mr. President, what message do you

have for your successor on U.S.-China rela-
tions?

The President. That I believe we have
made some real progress in developing a ma-
ture, honest, and open relationship that is ba-
sically quite positive. And I’m very pleased
that the Congress approved the permanent


